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Vienna Research Groups for Young Investigators – Some Facts 

This call is issued for up to two positions as part of WWTF’s Mathematics and… program. It 

addresses Vienna-based research institutions that  

• intend to hire an excellent young researcher from abroad for the set-up and 

management of an independent research group.  

• This group shall strive for innovative mathematical methods that aim at applicable 

solutions in and together with other disciplines. The ability to bridge disciplines is thus 

a key evaluation criterion.  

• The fund takes unconventional research careers into consideration.  

• WWTF in total grants 1.5 Mio. € per research group for five to eight years. Overall 

budget is 3 Mio €.  

A Vienna Research Group is an assembly of researchers that launches individuals in their 

post-doc phase onto their next career step. Typically it is the first “genuine” group led by 

such a young researcher who undertakes leadership responsibility for several group 

members. Vienna Research Group leaders usually are two to eight years after PhD; care 

duties may extend this period by up to four years. WWTF intentionally aims this initiative at 

very young researchers. 

Vienna Research Groups operate for six to eight years. Key milestones are: (i) an interim 

evaluation after three to four years; and (ii) the end of the “first” phase, chiefly financed by 

WWTF, after five years. The second phase will depend on the framework and opportunities 

available at the home institutions and will run for one to three years. Funding by WWTF is 

supplemented, particularly in the second phase (i.e. years 6, 6-7 or 6-8), by a significant rise 

in financing by the home institution. 

Vienna Research Group leaders are to be independent in designing their research work and 

recruiting their staff. 
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Deadlines 

Deadline Short Proposal  5 July 2012, 2pm 

Invitation Full Proposal 13 July 2011 

Deadline Full Proposal 12 September 2012, 2pm 

Hearings + Jury Meeting 10 – 11 December 2012 

Publication of Results 18 December 2012 

Deadline Negotiations I 20 February 2013 

Deadline Negotiations II 15 March 2013 
 


